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SUBJECT: FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR LATIN AMERICA AND 
JOINT ECLA/FAO CONFERENCE, LIMA, 21-29 APRIL 1976 

1 . ITEM 8(A) OF AGENDA OF FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
PORTION OF ABOVE MEETING IS "SITE OF FAO REGIONAL OFFICE." 
AGENDA NOTE STATES: "IN ITS EIGHTEENTH SESSION IN 
NOVEMBER 1975, THE FAO CONFERENCE RECOMMENDED TO THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL THE INCLUSION ON THE AGENDA OF THE RE- 
GIONAL CONFERENCE OF AN ITEM ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE 
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR LATIN AMERICA IN ITS PRESENT SEAT, AND 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


ON SOLUTIONS, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OF ITS TRANSFER 
TO ANOTHER LOCATION." 

2. AS BACKGROUND, EXCERPT FROM USDEL REPORT ON 18TH FAO 
CONFERENCE FOLLOWS: "THE LATIN AMERICAN DELEGATIONS 
INTRODUCED A RESOLUTION SEEKING CLOSE COLLABORATION BE- 
TWEEN SELA AND FAO AND PROPOSING THAT SELA BE INVITED TO 
THE FAO/ECLA MEETING. THIS RESOLUTION PASSED WITHOUT 
ISSUE, EXCEPT IN THE PLENARY IT PROVOKED A LONG DEBATE 
ON MOVING THE FAO REGIONAL OFFICE FROM SANTIAGO, CHILE. 
THIS DEBATE, LED BY GUINEA AND CUBA AND SUPPORTED TO SOME 
DEGREE BY A FEW OTHERS (PANAMA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 
JAMAICA, MEXICO), TURNED INTO A BITTER TWO-HOUR 

DISCUSSION. THE MAJORITY OF LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES 
(NOTABLY ARGENTINA, GUATEMALA, BRAZIL, ECUADOR, 
NICARAGUA, CHILE AND TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO) FELT THIS 
WAS A REGIONAL MATTER AND SHOULD NOT BE DISCUSSED BY THE 
FAO CONFERENCE. AN EARLIER EFFORT TO SUBMIT A RESOLUTION 
ON THIS SAME SUBJECT HAD BEEN REJECTED FOR THE SAME 
REASONS. 

"SOME OF THE LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES WERE VERY ANGRY AT 
THE ABILITY OF A FEW EXTREMISTS TO DISCUSS A SUBJECT FOR 
TWO HOURS WITHOUT ANY REAL BACKING FROM THE MAJORITY." 

3. AT 18TH FAO CONFERENCE PANAMA EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS 
TO BE HOST OF FAO REGIONAL OFFICE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: IN ORDER TO ASSIST DEPARTMENT IN 
ITS PREPARATION FOR THIS MEETING, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 
TO KNOW WHAT IS LIKELY TO HAPPEN WITH REGARD TO THIS 
ITEM AND WHAT THE VIEWS OF THE VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS ARE 
ON IT. AT YOUR DISCRETION, SUGGEST YOU SEE WHAT IN- 
FORMATION YOU CAN PICK UP IN LOW-KEY FASHION. 

5. FOR SANTIAGO: SUGGEST YOU REFER TO CONVERSATION 
REPORTED IN YOUR 8018 (SEE ALSO ROME 17370 IN REPLY) 

AND ASK IF THERE HAVE BEEN ANY DEVELOPMENTS. ALSO 
SUGGEST YOU TRY TO FIND OUT FROM FAO SECRETARIAT IN 
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SANTIAGO WHETHER REGIONAL OFFICE HAS EXPERIENCED ANY 
IMPEDIMENTS IN OPERATION. 

6. FYI. UNLESS THERE ARE GENUINE IMPEDIMENTS TO THE 
OPERATION OF THE OFFICE, WE WOULD QUESTION WISDOM OF 
CHANGE IN LOCATION, WHICH WOULD RAISE PROBLEMS FOR US, 
AND PRESUMABLY FOR OTHER COUNTRIES THAT CONTRIBUTE 
SUBSTANTIALLY TO FAO BUDGET, WITH RESPECT TO EXPENSES 
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AND DISRUPTION OF WORK PROGRAM INVOLVED. END FYI. 

DECLASSIFY 18 MARCH 1976. KISSINGER 
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